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precocity, but the boy was normal in every respect, per-
fectly sound and heaithy, and a child In everything but his
mental development.
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{ to have him go out and play, like other children of his
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CHAPTER XIIL.

The Third Degree.
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one chose to do Only those who have
been on arduous campaigns can appre-
late he luxury of such a day now and

then, cutting like a sweep of green grass
across the and dusty road.
There we little group of
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Sylvia and Mrs. Grayson for a while,
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“I live in hope,” replled Harley,

“Jimmy Grayson has been here before,”
interrupted Hobart, “and it's
true, every word of it; if Jimmy Grayson
vouches for a thing, that setties it; and
here is a copy of the Gravville Argus; it
has to be a pretty good town that can
publish as smart a daily as this.”

He handed a neat sheet to Barton, who
laughed,

“There speaks the grear detective,” he
sald. “You know, Harley, how Hobart is

this

most

he

says

always arguing from the effect back to
the cause.”
Hobart, .in fact, was not a politi:al

writer, but a “murder mystery” man, and
the best of his kind in New York, but
the regular staff correspondent of his pa-
per, the Leader, being ill, he had been
sent in his place. He was a Harvard
graduate and o gentl>man with a taste
for poetry, but he h#d a peculiar mind,
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“God knows I didn't
He wuz my partner and
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We

did

) § all a foul one.”
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pose, sald Was it not true that you were found
with the bloody knife in your hand.
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Hobart.

|
|
|
|
. = |
Harley, |
]
|
| asked

over his yet warm body?”

1

Wing, he, ‘Paper,. Tun " might SCAT® | “It's so, but it was somebody else that
Ip eature or two in the and 1| qed the kni®. Bill went on ahead, and
was out of my bed ) norning 1o} when 1 come into the place I saw him
I} It was arsforiorn hope, T'l ;"',m“ L | on the floor an’ the k fn. ':n‘.,‘ - I u'.m
n yu was “"f’f i":”‘”‘"- struck all a-heap, but T did what any- |

my I've had my ! be eise would 'a’ donme—I pulled the |
rewa knife out. And then the fellers come in |

He outright in his glee. H: n I was rushed into a trial right
ey sn i. Hobart always interested and Of course, I couldn't tell a straight
kmused him. The instinctive wily -in the horror of it was still in my
which be unfallingly rose to a . 1 and the effect of the liquor, too
showed his natural genius for that sort|y got all mixed up—but before God, gen’le- |
f thing. | m I didn't do it.” |

“I haven't seen Boyd yet,” ! tone was strong with sincerity, and
Hobart, excitedly, "but { his expression was rather that of grief
this muct than remorse. Harley, who had had a
Grayviile B Ll long experience with all kinds of men in
is true that he and Wofford—the all kinds of situations, did not believe

man—had been q that he was either bad or guilty. Hobart

and Boyd was tak

: TR spoke his thoughts aloud
the blood-stained knife in

~ : : : hand: | “I gon't think you did it,” he said.
but that doesn’t settle it.™ “Everybody believes 1 did.” said Boyd,
Harley could not restrain an incredu-| gun pathetic resignation, “and I am to
lous laug! be hanged for it. So what does it mat-
“It seems to me those two circum- )

= A = ter now?"
omittng the

ICeSs, iy u‘f‘.vi'r proot, are “I am KO“IK to look for the anEL“}' man,”
e Yy conv > . he said. - X
gt R e e _ said Hobart, decidedly.
Hobart flushed You just wait until

Boyd shook his head and lay back on
his pallet, The others, with a few words
of hope, withdrew, and, when they were

I finish,” he said, somewhat
“Now Boyd, as I have learned, was a
good-hearted, generous young fellow, The

defiantly.

quarrel amounted to very little, and prob- uquanv Harle id: . )
ably had been patched up YHefore the y RRORSCEE, W i n:“. ¢ - nK< = S.O“,
reached their shack.” the seed of hope in that man’'s mind

when there is no hope?”

“That 1s a view which the jury evident- :
’ “There is hope,” replied

ly could not take. Hobart; “I

“Juries are often wooden-headed.” have a plan. Deon't ask me anything
“Of course—in the eyes of superior peo- about it—i's vague yet—but I may work
ple.’ it"

Harley glanced at him, and, seeing that
he was intense and eager, with his mind
concentrated upon this single problem,
resolved to leave him to his own course;
so he spent part of the day, a wonderful
autumn Sunday, in a rocking chair on the
plazza of the hotel, and another part
walking with Sylvia. He told her of the
murder case and Hobart's action, and ner
prompt sympathy was aroused.

“Suppose he should really be innocent?”
she said. “It would be an awful thing
to hang an innocent man.”

“89 it would. He certainly does not look
like a bad fellow, but you know that
thoge who are not bad are sometimes
guilty. In any event I fail to see what
Hobart ean do.”

After the walk, which was all too brief,
he returned to his rocking chair on the
piazza, but Grayville, being a small place,
he knew everything that was going on
within it, by means of a.sort of mental

“Now don't you try to be satirical—it's
not your specialty. I mean to finish the
tale, If you read the paper, you wiil
recall that the shanty where the murder
occurred was only a short distance from
the mountain road, and there were thres
witnesses—Bill Metzger, a dissolute cow-
boy who was passing, and, who, attract-
ed by Wofford's death-cry, ran to the
cabin and found Beyd, blood-stained knife
in hand, beinding over the murdered man
Ed Thorpe, a tramp miner, who heard
the same cry and who came up two or
three minutes later, and, finally, Tim Wil-
lHams, a town idler, who was on the
mountaingide, hunting. The other two
heard him fire his gun a few hundred
yards away, and called to him. When he
arrived, Boyd was still dazed and mut-
tering to himself, as if overpowered by
fhe horror of his crime.”

“If that isn’t conclusive, then nothing
,’ sald Harley, decisively,
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